
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 
discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church 

planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 
characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  January 25, 2009 
Title: Whose Side Are You On? - “Even the dogs under the table feed on the 

children's crumbs." - The Healing of the Gentile Woman’s Daughter  
Text:  Mark 7:24-30 (Gospel Parallels – Matthew 15:21-28 [Not in Luke or John]) 
Theme: The love of God exceeds religious and social prejudices. 
 
Introduction:  
The issue of ceremonial uncleanness is noted in 7:1-23.  Now the passage takes us to 
people and relationships.  In 7:1-23 the issue is eating with unwashed hands, now it is 
with “Gentiles.” 
 

“In Galilee, Jesus has challenged official Judaism over the authority of non-
biblical traditions and has taught that ritual purity is irrelevant. He now travels 
to the coast (“Tyre”), a largely Gentile area. The “woman” (v. 26) is Gentile by 
birth and of non-Jewish origin; she seeks healing for her daughter who (at least 
in contemporary understanding) is possessed by evil. In Jesus’ statement (v. 27), 
the “children” are presumably Jews; Jewish writers sometimes referred to 
Gentiles as “dogs”. Jesus says that he comes principally to Jews, but note that 
both Jews and Gentiles are at or near the table. The woman’s witty retort (v. 28) 
shows that she has faith in him: there is a place for non-Jews in God’s plan. Jesus 
accepts her claim (v. 29). The daughter is completely cured (v. 30).”  
http://montreal.anglican.org/comments/archive/bpr23m.shtml 

 
“The story in 7:24-30 is rather shocking because it portrays Jesus mouthing prejudice: 
‘Let the children first be fed; for it is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it 
to the dogs’ (7:27). The story was told and retold because Jesus abandoned his very 
conservative stance in favour of compassion and inclusion. The person who told the 
story first cannot have been bothered by the negative light it casts on Jesus. Some try to 
‘save’ Jesus by suggesting it is all a bit ‘tongue in cheek’. Matthew certainly did not take 
it that way, but instead adds further rationale for Jesus’ initial refusal, explaining the 
validity of the distinction in the scheme of Jesus’ ministry. He was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. Mark may also have something like this in mind when he 
has Jesus say that children must be fed ‘first’ (like Paul’s ‘to the Jew, first, and also to the 
Greek’ Rom 1:16-17). But dogs are still dogs. The image is demeaning.” 
http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~loader/MkPentecost14.htm 
 
THE BIG PICTURE: 

• Strategic Withdrawals from Galilee (6:30—9:29)  
o To the Eastern Shore of the Sea of Galilee (6:30–52)  
o To the Western Shore of the Sea (6:53—7:23)  
o To Syrian Phoenicia (7:24–30)  
o To the Region of the Decapolis (7:31—8:10)  
o To the Vicinity of Caesarea Philippi (8:11–30)  
o To the Mount of Transfiguration (8:31—9:29)  
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• The Pharisees Confronted: Clean vs. Unclean (7:1-23) 

• The Healing of the Gentile (Syrophoenician) Woman’s Daughter (7:24-30) 

• The Healing of a Deaf-Mute (7:31-37) 

• The Feeding of the Four Thousand (8:1-9) 

• A Sign Demanded in Dalmanutha (8:10-21) 
 
Its Eternal Value:  
God loves you.  There is nothing that keeps you outside of God’s unconditional love. 
 
The Problem: 
God’s plan has always included worshippers from every tongue, tribe, people, and 
nation.  The primacy of the Jews was two-fold.  First, to them would come the 

revelation.  Second, through them would come the incarnation.  Yet their position was 
divinely granted and for the purpose of the world at large.  Israel was never to be the 
end.  They were simply God’s means to God’s end.  
 
Our problem in handling passages like this is trying to be more righteous than God.  
We can often see the letter of the Law, but we fail miserably in understanding the spirit 
behind the Law.  If we were a disciple in the days of Jesus, we would probably reject the 
gentile woman outright.  Her request would have meant nothing to us and we would 
have probably concluded that she got what she deserved.  There would have been 
meanness in our attitude and tone.  But this is not Godlike.  God would have us love 
our enemies and those whom society at large considers refuse. 
 
The Storyline: 
The purpose of God was always to save rebels from every tongue, tribe, people, and 
nation.  Biblical Christianity knows neither male nor female, bond nor free, Jew nor 
Gentile.  God’s story includes everyone, everywhere, at all times. 
 
God’s hero has arrived.  He has met stiff opposition and His enemies are everywhere.  
He has done what He has come to do.  God has written into His story worshippers from 
every tongue, tribe, people, and nation.  In the plan of God, there is a notable transition 
from what was initially to what will be.  This story is a part of that transition. 
 
Questions: 
1. How does this paragraph relate to the preceding paragraph? 
2. Why was Jesus “hiding?” 
3. Why the emphasis on her being a Gentile?  
4. What was Jesus saying in verse 27?  Is this the principle to the Jew first and 

then to the Gentile? 
5. Was the contrast between “child” and “dog” intentional in verse 27? 
6. What was it about the mother’s response that impressed Jesus? 
7. Why was her response “impressive?” 
8. Why did Jesus heal the little girl? 
9. Does this passage tell us anything about our persistency before God? 
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10. Does this passage challenge us in our indifference toward others? 
11. What about those who are Christians, but not like us?  What about those who 

are something other than what we are?  Do we receive them and seek to serve 
them? 

12. When Jesus enters a house in the vicinity of Tyre, why does He try to "keep 
His presence secret"?  

13. What is odd and unconventional about the Syrophoenician woman's request? 
14. Why does Jesus answer her with what seem to be harsh words?  
15. What do His metaphors of "children" and "dogs" refer to? 
16. What does Jesus reveal here about the strategy and scope of His ministry? 
17. Why was the woman undeterred by Christ's reply?  
18. In what ways is the Syrophoenician woman a model for us? 

 
The Holy Spirit is calling to us from this passage to consider three ideas. 
To Know: The Holy Spirit desires for us to know the enormity of God’s love.   
To Choose: The Holy Spirit desires for us to choose to love like Jesus. 
To Feel: The Holy Spirit desires for us to feel the joy of loving without bias or 
prejudices. 
 
Our passage has three notable features. 
 
Outline: 
 
I. The fatigued servant (7:24). 

 
“Tyre and Sidon were the two principal cities of Phoenicia, on the coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea. Tyre was about twenty miles south of Sidon, and about one 
hundred miles in a straight line northwest of Jerusalem. In the days of David and 
Solomon, Tyre was the leading seaport of the world. It was afterwards taken by 
the Babylonians, the Persians, and Alexander, but up to the time of Christ it 
remained a great commercial city. Since then its harbor has been filled with sand, 
and there remains only a wretched shadow of its former greatness. Both were 
Gentile cities in a Gentile country. This is the only instance in the Lord's ministry 
when he went beyond the bounds of Palestine.” 
  http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/bjohnson/hg1/PNT01-15.HTM#Mt15_21 

 
Mark adds this statement of reprieve.  I think there are various reasons as to why He 
sought solitude, none less than simply being tired. 
 

“There he entered, not into a synagogue, or place of concourse, but into a private 
house.  Note, As there is a time to appear, so there is a time to retire. Or, he would 
not be known, because he was upon the borders of Tyre and Sidon, among 
Gentiles, to whom he would not be so forward to show himself as to the tribes of 
Israel, whose glory he was to be.”  (Matthew Henry on Mark 7:24) 
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“His immediate object seems to have been to avoid the wrath of the Pharisees at 
the withering exposure He had just made of their traditional religion.”  
(Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole 
Bible) 

 
II. The brokenhearted mother (7:24-26).  

 
A. The place - (7:24 [The region of Tyre]). 

 
Matthew identifies her as “a Canaanite woman from that region” (Mathew 15:22). 
 

“A Syrophœnician by nation—so called as inhabiting the Phœnician tract of 
Syria. JUVENAL uses the same term, as was remarked by JUSTIN MARTYR and 
TERTULLIAN. Matthew (Mt 15:22) calls her "a woman of Canaan"—a more 
intelligible description to his Jewish readers (compare Jud 1:30, 32, 33).”  
(Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole 
Bible) 

 
B. The problem - (7:25 [A Gentile girl is possessed by an evil spirit]). 

 
Her nationality made her ceremonial unclean.  She was profane by birth. 
 

“She was a Gentile, a Greek, a stranger to the commonwealth of Israel, an alien to 
the covenant of promise; she was by extraction a Syrophenician, and not in any 
degree [converted] to the Jewish religion; she had a daughter, a young daughter, 
that was possessed with the devil.” (Matthew Henry’s Commentary) 

 
B. The posture – “She bowed down” (v. 25) 

 
She was either converted or on the verge of converting.  God honored her faith.  
Everything about her posture and plea convince us that she is a believer in God and 
Christ. 
 

C. The plea - (7:26 [The girl's desperate mother begs Jesus to heal her  
 Daughter]). 

 
“She has a boon to ask for her daughter, or rather indeed for herself, for so 
entirely had she made her daughter's misery her own.”  
http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/bjohnson/hg1/PNT01-15.HTM#Mt15_21 

 
“She has reached her lowest depth, her darkest moment: she will just utter her 
last cry.”  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on 
the Whole Bible) 

 
“Lord, help me” (Matt. 15:25).  I love the simplicity in her request.  Although she 
reasons well, her fundamental request was simple, “Lord, help me.”  The Lord loves 
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our fellowship, but He also loves the passion of simple prayers.  May God help us to 
simply say, “Lord, help me.” 
 

1. She heard of the miracles (“Have mercy on me”) 
 
She asked for what she did not deserve.  She knew she was outside of cultural etiquette 
and social protocol, but her condition enabled her to risk everything in order to seek 
Him.  Have you ever been this desperate?   
 

2. She believed in the promises (“Son of David”) 
 

“It is remarkable that two of the brightest examples of faith seen in the ministry 
of Christ were exhibited by Gentiles, that of the centurion (Matt. 8:8, 9), and of 
this woman. The fact that the latter addresses Jesus as "the son of David," shows 
that she knew of the prophecies concerning the Christ and that he would be the 
son of David.” http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/texts/bjohnson/hg1/PNT01-15.HTM#Mt15_21 

 
Notice the contrast between the religious establishment in 7:1-23 and that of this 
“Gentile dog.” 
 

“Those that would obtain mercy from Christ, must throw themselves at his feet; 
must refer themselves to him, humble themselves before him, and give up 
themselves to be ruled by him. Christ never put any from him, that fell at his 
feet, which a poor trembling soul may do, that has not boldness and confidence 
to throw itself into his arms.”  (Matthew Henry’s Commentary) 

 
D. The persistency – (Matthew 15:23 “Send her away, for she is cyring 

after us”) 
 
She was persistent and because of her love for her child, she would not be denied.  She 
was so persistent that the disciples of Jesus found her to be a nuisance.   
 
There are two initial thoughts from this statement.  First, are we determined to have our 
miracle from God?  Second, and are we as equally indifferent to the plight of those 
around us? 
 
III. The kindhearted Messiah (7:27-30).  

 
A. His reminder (7:27) 

 
There appears to be a distance between her plea and His pathos.  He would seem as if 
He is insensitive to her supplication.   
 
He says he has come to help the Jewish people and that "it isn't right to take food from 
the children and throw it to the dogs." 
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“’Dog’ here signifies a little dog, and he uses this term that he may seem to speak 
more reproachfully.”  http://www.ccel.org/g/geneva/notes/Mark/7.html 
 
“Dogs were unclean in ancient Judaism and were ordinarily not permitted in 
Jewish homes, unlike Gentiles. "Since Jewish law considered both dogs and 
gentiles to be unclean," Joan Mitchell (2001, p110) observes, "dog made a ready 
name for gentiles." In virtually all theological interpretations this pericope is 
taken to be from the period of the expansion of Christianity out of its Judaic 
cradle and into the gentile world.” 
http://montreal.anglican.org/comments/archive/bpr23m.shtml 
 

Matthew’s account points out how, “Jesus was sent only to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel” (Matt. 15:24).  This does not mean exclusively, but it does mean initially. 
 
In the statement of our Lord, He offers her hope.  Our Lord says, “Let the children first 
be fed” (Mark 7:27).  He did not say only or exclusively.  He did say initially.  There was 
still hope to those who appeared to be outside of God’s primary dealings.   
 

B. Her response (7:28-30) 
 

“Is this the death of her hopes? Nay, rather it is life from the dead. ‘Ah! I have it 
now. Had He kept silence, what could I have done but go unblessed? but He 
hath spoken, and the victory is mine.’”  (Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown, 
Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible) 

 
She knew the kindness of God’s heart.  She knew He was the God of mercy.  She knew 
He was Israel hope and hero and she knew He was her hope and hero. 
 

1. The reasoning (7:28) 
 
She replies: "True, but even the dogs under the table are given some crumbs from the 
children's plates." 
 

2. The reward (7:29-30) 
 
For this reply Jesus heals the woman's daughter!  Matthew’s account records our Lord’s 
fuller statement, “O woman, great is your faith!  Be it done for you as you desire.”  I am 
glad that God often acts independent of and sometimes in spite of faith.  But I am also 
glad that God acts in response to faith.  May God grant us great faith. 
 
“As BENGEL beautifully remarks, Jesus ‘marvelled’ only at two things—faith and unbelief 
(see Lu 7:9).” 
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“The good news is that Jesus refused to remain bound by such distinctions. He 
crossed the boundary.  The story illustrates the new inclusiveness of the gospel. 
Faced with human need Jesus is persuaded that people matter most. No one can 
be excluded. All must be given food. None can be treated like dogs. The story 
celebrates this reality. There are many ‘dogs’ in our community who know what 
it is like to be shut out, told to wait, given second best. Calling them cute puppies 
or ‘the blessed poor’ does not address the issue, as long as they are treated like 
dogs. They have been treated as dogs so much so that it had become natural to 
treat them that way and to ignore their plight and our often naive prejudice - 
until the Syrophoenician woman gives them a voice. Jesus listened to that voice. 
Those voices are still to be heard, for those with ears to hear.”  
http://wwwstaff.murdoch.edu.au/~loader/MkPentecost14.htm 

 
Shepherding the Sheep (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. God is constantly breaking down man made barriers.  He is always pushing 

us outside our comfort zone.  We are in the story.  This is not something that 
simply happened.  It is happening today and when our children’s children 
retell the story it will continue to be applicable.  

2. How persistent are we in our pleadings before God? 
3. How indifferent are we in our sensitivity toward the unbelieving? 
4. Perhaps you are like the father in the gospels who says, “Lord I believe, help 

my unbelief”?  Let us throw ourselves at the feet of our merciful savior 
knowing He loves us without condition, accepts us without requirement, 
forgives us without limit, and serves us without reward. 

5. How convinced are we of the hope and help we can find in God?  Is He our 
first choice or do we look elsewhere and only turn to Him when it appears all 
hope and help is lost? 

 


